
UNMASKED



Remember 
being nice 

to others is
always the 
best policy.

Glen  Oak  Park, 
One  Spring  Day

Yeah. 
Yeah. We 
got you, 
Spark.

That’s 
what I 
like to 
hear.



You’re 
the best 

superhero 
on Earth!

I wish superheroes 
helped people
like me.

Would 
you like 
a ride 
home?

You 
mean 
fly? Yep!

So 
lucky.

So 
lucky.
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Ready 
when 

you are, 
Spark.

All 
right. 
Hang 
on!



GLEN  OAK 
PARK, Next 
Day



Hey. 
Everything 

okay?

Yep.
We go to 
the same 
school. 
I’ve seen

you around. 
Aspen, 
right?

Yeah. Hi, 
Amber.

You playing 
something?

Yeah, it’s 
called 

Unmasked. 
It’s a game 
where you 

help find who 
committed a 

crime. 

In this 
case, we’re 
looking for 

the kidnappers 
of a little 

kid.

Sounds 
kinda... 
heroic. I guess.

Can I 
play?

Uh, 
sure.



After Aspen 
explains 
everything 
to Spark A.K.A 
Amber...

What 
had you 
upset 

earlier?

These jerks 
on this game. 

They make
fun of me.

About 
what?

I change my 
avatar a lot. 

They say I need 
to make up my 

mind or say stuff 
like, I thought 

you were a girl? 
Which is it?

That’s none 
of their 

business. You 
have a right 
to express 

your identity 
however you 

want.

Thanks. My 
pronouns are 

they/them, that I 
know, but I’m still 
figuring everything 
else out. Nobody 

around me 
gets it.



A little 
later...

By the 
way, my 

pronouns 
are

she/her.

Thanks for 
teaching me 
your game.
It was fun.

Thanks for 
letting me 

vent.

You ever think 
of talking to 

someone? I had 
a hard time when 
my mom died. I 

know it’s not the 
same thing but 

talking to people 
really made a 
difference.

Sorry about 
your mom. And 
no. There’s no 

one around 
here. This is 
such a small 

town.

Meet me at the 
school library 
tomorrow. We 
can research 
to see what 

we find.

Why 
are you 
helping 

me?

You deserve 
to be happy just 

like everyone 
else. See ya 
tomorrow!



Later that 
night... That 

Spark never 
disappoints. 

Best superhero 
around.

Yep. It’s 
easier to help 
people when 
you hide your 

identity.

You don’t 
need to wear 

a cape to 
be a hero, 

Amber.

I guess 
not.

You don’t need 
a cape to be a 
hero, Amber.

The Next 
Day



You 
came. Of 

course!

Ignore 
them.

Oo. This 
looks like a 
good site.



I’ve heard 
of GLAAD but not 
GLSEN. It says 

they want students 
to have the right to 
a safe, supportive,
and LGBTQ-inclusive 

K-12 education. I 
like that.

Oh! I forgot! 
I saw Ms. Aliada 

has an ally 
sticker on her 

door. Maybe you 
can talk to her, 

too.

I-I don’t 
know. I mean, 

we found some 
good websites. 

I can start 
there. It doesn’t 

hurt to talk to 
an adult who 
cares. Trust 
me, I fought 

my dad on this 
a lot, but in 
the end, it 
helped.

Maybe 
later.

Amber, you 
makin’ new 
friends?



That’s 
right.

You should 
be careful 

who you hang 
out with. I am -- 

extremely 
careful -- 
but thanks 
for the tip.



Wow! 
Spark! I 

can’t believe 
you’re here.

Someone 
told me 

you’ve been 
having a 

rough time.



Sort of. 
I don’t 

know who I 
can trust 

to support 
me for...

Who you 
really 
are.

Even though 
I’m not sure 

who that is yet. 
I just need 
a little more 
than what I’m 

getting.

I totally 
understand 
that. And 
so does 

your friend 
Amber.

My 
friend 
Amber?

She told 
me to tell 

you that she 
supports you 
one hundred 

percent.



Tell Spark, 
I mean, Amber 

that I’ll meet her 
at Ms. Aliada’s 
room tomorrow 
afternoon -- if 

she wants to 
come with me. I’m sure 

she will. I’ll 
have her text 
you when I 
see her.

Sorry 
I’m late!



Thanks for 
showing up, but 
I’m not sure I 

can do it.

I get it. 
You gotta 
do what’s 
right for 
you at the 
end of the 

day.

Ms. Aliada, 
my friend and 
I noticed a 
sticker on 
your door.

Come on in! 
I have a few 

minutes.



Amber’s 
here for 

moral 
support. 
She’s an 

ally.

That’s great. 
Well, I’m 

very glad you 
came to see 
me, Aspen.

My door 
is always 

open.
Thank 

you, Ms. 
Aliada.



I’ve worked 
with many LGBTQ+ 

youth, in fact. Here on 
campus and with several 
outreach programs. I 
want you to feel safe 

and heard, but I do know 
there is more to it than 

just getting an ally 
to listen.

It’s a big 
help having 
support. 

Like you have 
no idea, but 

still--

GSA -- Gender 
and Sexuality 

Alliance -- is a 
good place to 
start. Create 
an account, 

and you’ll find 
a plethora of 
resources.

There’s also Q Chat 
Space, which has a ton of 

online support groups run 
by top pros in the field. They’re 
bi-lingual, English and Spanish, 

which I find great. Gender 
Spectrum supports LGBTQ+ 
preteens, teens, and their 

families. They’re fantastic. And, 
of course, there’s the Trevor 

Project that focuses on 
suicide and crisis intervention 

and prevention for 
LGBTQ+ youth.

Oh, yeah! 
We read 

about them 
the other 
day in the 
library!



Here’s a 
support group 

I run. It’s fully 
online and includes 

a nice group of 
young people 
I think you’ll 

resonate with. It’s 
up to you, but I 

think you’ll get a 
lot out of it.

Later that 
week...

I’m 
Trey. My 

pronouns 
are they/

them.

I’m Chris. 
My pronouns 

are she/
her.

I’m 
Sarah. My 
pronouns 
are she/

her.

I’m Jamie. 
My pronouns 
are he/him.

Just gonna 
listen this time. 
Still figuring 
myself out. 
Thank you 

for having me 
though.

Hey all. 
I’m Aspen. 

My pronouns 
are they/

them.

Listening 
is a great 

way to 
start.

Trey: My parents 
are divorced. 

My mom’s super 
supportive of my 

transition, but 
my dad-- not so 

much.

Sarah: My sister 
keeps saying I do 

everything for attention. 
She hates it when I use 
sign language. She now 
says I say I’m bi just 

to be different. So 
grateful for you all, 

seriously!

Thanks, 
Amber.

You were 
right, Dad. You 
don’t have to 

wear a cape to 
be a hero.
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Since the time of ancient Egypt, The Light — an 
amulet bestowed with magical properties — has 
been passed down over the generations from 
mother to daughter. After inheriting the amulet, 
Amber Hernandez took on the alias of Spark, a 
superhero dedicated to protecting others from 
harm and injustice. Can Amber keep the amulet 
from falling into the wrong hands? And can she 
bring hope and courage to those who need it?

Spark partners with Centerstone to 
make sure teens have access to:

• Mental health treatment

• Addiction treatment

• Crisis care, education and support 

For more information or free comics, 
visit centerstoneteen.org.




